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Arizona State Board for Charter Schools 
February 13, 2004 
Executive Tower 

1700 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Grand Canyon Room (Basement) 
 
 

 
  

MINUTES  
 
 
Members Present 
Kurt Davis – President 
Kimberly Mosher–Vice President 
Mary Gifford – Superintendent’s Designee 
Lynne Adams – Public Member 
Cassandra Larsen - Public Member 
Jose Gabriel Loyola – Public Member  
Onnie Shekerjian- Public Member 
Paul Smiley - Business Member 
 
 
Meeting began at 9:00 AM 
 

Members Absent 
Mary Lynn Kelly -Business Member 
Senator Linda Aguirre - Advisory 
Representative John Huppenthal - Advisory 
Representative Ted Carpenter - Advisory 
 

  
Agenda Item A—Pledge of Allegiance  
  
Agenda Item B—Moment of Silence  

  
Agenda Item C—Roll Call:  Mike Barragan called the 
roll and confirmed a quorum. Mary Gifford arrived at 
9:08am, Jose Gabriel Loyola arrived at 9:23am, and 
Lynne Adams arrived at 9:50am. 

 

  
Agenda Item D— Call to the Public 
None 

 

  
Agenda Item E—  Discussion and possible action on 
Omega Alpha Academy  
1. Dis cussion and presentation of information regarding 
Omega Alpha Academy’s compliance with A.R.S. 15-
977 (Classroom site fund).   
 
Kristen Jordison presented a brief update for the Board. 
She stated  that at the January 12th meeting the Board 
was informed that Omega Alpha Academy’s fiscal year 
ending 2002 audit indicated non-compliance with ARS 
15-977 or the classroom site fund.  At this meeting the 
Board took this issue and information into consideration 
and made a motion that directed the staff to solicit 
additional information from Omega Alpha Academy in 
regard to the allocation of the Classroom Site Fund 
monies.  Additionally, the Board tabled the school’s 
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request for consideration of a change in the charter 
representative and the release of the withholding for 
non-compliance with requirements of special education 
and fingerprint laws.  On January 16th staff sent the 
requested letter to the school soliciting the additional 
information.  After the school’s receipt of the letter and 
prior to this meeting staff met with representatives from 
the school, with the school’s attorney, and with the 
Board’s attorney, Kim Anderson to draft a consent 
agreement for the Board’s consideration today.  Ms. 
Jordison allowed the Board time to review the terms of 
the proposed agreement.  Victoria Mangiapane was 
present to provide legal advice and answer any 
questions for the Board. 
 
Ms. Jordison stated she has confirmed with the ADE, 
Special Education Unit that Omega Alpha Academy is 
in compliance with special education laws.  Ms. 
Jordison also reviewed documentation from the school 
dated February 11, 2004 that indicates that the school 
has properly followed the fingerprint laws for their 
employees. 
 
Leo Condos, Attorney for Omega Alpha Academy 
outlined for the Board information regarding the 
Classroom Site Funds for the school.  He stated 
approximately $106,000 is in CSF for Omega Alpha 
with a total of 65 teachers. 
 
Jose Frisby, board member for Omega Alpha Academy 
stated the first priority after today’s meeting if the 
consent agreement is approved would be to pay teachers 
what they are owed. 
  

 
No action taken 

  
2. Discussion and possible action on the terms and 
acceptance of an Acknowledgement and Consent 
Agreement for Omega Alpha Academy regarding the 
schools compliance with A.R.S. 15-977 (Classroom Site 
Fund), A.R.S. 15-183.C.4, and the Board’s prior order 
withholding 10% of the school’s monthly 
apportionment of state aid. 
 

MOTION 
Motion by Cassandra Larsen to accept the consent 
agreement of Omega Alpha Academy as outlined. 
Motion seconded by Onnie Shekerjian. 
 

Motion passes  
(2 nays-Gifford & Loyola) 

(Adams abstained) 
 

  
3. Discussion and possible action on Omega Alpha 
Academy’s request for change in the charter 
representative 

MOTION 
Motion by Cassandra Larsen to change the charter 
representative for Omega Alpha Academy. Motion 
seconded by Mary Gifford. 
 

Motion passes  
(4 ayes-Mosher, Larsen, Smiley & Davis) 

(3 nays-Gifford, Loyola & Shekerjian) 
(Adams abstained) 
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4. Discussion and possible action on Omega Alpha 
Academy’s request for the release of 10% withholding 
of school funding. 
 

 
No action taken.  Agenda Item E.4 was part of Consent 

Agreement.  Motion passed for Agenda Item E.2. 

  
Agenda Item F--Action Items : 
1. Future Development Education and Performing Arts 
Academy —Discussion and possible action on consent 
to the surrender of the charter and termination of the 
charter contract of Future Development Education and 
Performing Arts Academy. 
 
Kristen Jordison outlined for the Board information 
regarding Future Development. The Board issued a 
notice of intent to revoke the charter of Future 
Development on October 14, 2003.  The school closed 
on October 15, 2003.  The school submitted a letter of 
surrender of their charter on January 22, 2004.  After 
receipt of this letter our legal council drafted the 
Consent Agreement for Surrender and Termination of 
the Charter Contract and drafted a letter to Mr. Tease 
regarding the agreement to the terms outlined in the 
Consent.  As of today we have not heard back from Mr. 
Tease regarding his acceptance of this agreement and 
thus request that the Board grant the staff and legal 
council the ability to finalize this Consent Agreement, 
without substantive change, if we are  able to solicit 
agreement from Mr. Tease.  Else we will proceed to a 
revocation hearing that is scheduled with the Office of 
Administrative Hearings on March 2, 2004. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOTION 
Motion by Mary Gifford to accept the consent 
agreement of Future Development Education and 
Performing Arts Academy with a returned deadline of 
February 23, 2004 for Winston Tease, Sr., charter 
representative.  Motion seconded by Onnie Shekerjian. 
 

Motion passes  
(2 nays-Gifford & Loyola) 

(Adams abstained) 

  
2. Laurent Clerc Elementary School, Inc.— Discussion 
and possible action on consent to the surrender of the 
charter and termination of the charter contract of 
Laurent Clerc Elementary School. 
 
Kristen Jordison outlined for the Board information 
regarding Laurent Clerc. The Board issued a notice of 
intent to revoke the charter of Laurent Clerc on October 
14, 2003.  The school submitted a letter stating that they 
would be willing to surrender their charter through a 
consent agreement.  The Consent Agreement and 
Surrender and Termination of the Charter Contract has 
been reviewed, agreed to, and signed by the charter 
school representative and its legal council.  If the Board 
agrees to the terms as outlined in this agreement the 
charter will be surrendered and the Board would make a 
motion to vacate the revocation hearing 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MOTION 
Motion by Mary Gifford to accept the consent 
agreement of Laurent Clerc and vacate the revocation 
hearing. Motion seconded by Lynne Adams. 
 

Motion passes unanimously  
 

  
Agenda Item G--Additional Action Items : 
1. Presentation and discussion on the review and follow-
up of the fiscal year 2002 charter school annual audits. 
 
Board discussion for this agenda item was related to 
Agenda Item G.2. 
 

 
 

No action taken 
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2. Rolling Hills Charter School— Discussion and 
possible action pursuant to A.R.S. § 15-185.H to 
withhold up to 10% of the monthly apportionment of 
state aid from Rolling Hills Charter School for 
numerous and significant violations of their charter 
contract and Arizona state law as identified in the June 
30, 2002 audit report and compliance questionnaire. 
 
Kristen Jordison presented a brief background for the 
Board.  She stated the audit for fiscal year ending June 
30, 2002 was given a disclaimed opinion by Heinfield 
& Meech, CPA firm. This opinion was based on lack of 
support for disbursements and of the disbursements 
tested, there were instances of personal expenses of the 
director.  Additional finds included commingling of 
state and federal funds, open meeting law violations, 
and insufficient documentation to support attendance 
numbers that were reported to the Department of 
Education. Staff has been in communication with 
Dennis Delliman, Charter Representative for Rolling 
Hills Charter School, both by phone and written 
correspondence to discuss the concerns raised in the 
2002 audit.  Mr. Delliman has provided a letter 
addressing the actions he has taken to correct the 
deficiencies. 
 
Dennis Delliman, Charter Representative for Rolling 
Hills stated he has taken 6 specific steps to correct the 
deficiencies:  1) The school no longer uses the services 
of ABS.  He terminated services in March 2003, 2) the 
school has hired Heinfield & Meech as consultants.  
Ball & McGraw will be conducting their audit for fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2003, 3) the bookkeeping for the 
school has been brought in house. 4) Payroll services 
are now handled by Paychex, as of January 2004, 5) Mr. 
Delliman has now assumed the roll as full-time 
administrator, and 6) the school will hire another 
consultant within a few weeks. 
 
Mr. Delliman also outlined for the Board what the 
school is positively providing for the students.  Test 
scores for their students have increased from year one 
by an average of 35.1%, while in some areas were as 
much as 60%.  He stated they are doing great things for 
the children but funding is still a problem. He currently 
has 75 students and has gone through several trials to 
accomplish this task.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOTION 
Motion by Lynne Adams to withhold 10% of monthly 
state aid for Rolling Hills Charter School  for 
numerous violations found in fiscal year ending June 
30, 2002 annual financial audit. Motion seconded by 
Kimberly Mosher. 
 

Motion passes unanimously 
 

  
Agenda Item H—Adjournment 
 

MOTION 
Motion by Cassandra Larsen to adjourn the meeting. 
Motion seconded by Kimberly Mosher. 

Motion passes unanimously 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 10:55am.  
____________________________________                                                                     
Signature                                             Date 

 

 


